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Introduction 

1. SAARC Energy Centre Islamabad (SEC), under its approved Program of Activities for 

the year 2020, successfully conducted a webinar to disseminate Study on “Mobilizing 

International & Regional Finances/ Funding for Implementation of RE Projects in SAARC 

Member States” on Tuesday, 11th February 2020. Agenda of the webinar is available at 

Annexure-I. 

2. Aim of the webinar was to disseminate findings of the study “Mobilizing 

International & Regional Finances/ Funding for Implementation of RE Projects in SAARC 

Member States” which was conducted by SEC in 2018. The objective of the study was to find 

out how international/regional financial resources could be mobilized to address the 

challenges related to financing of RE projects and to propose an efficient mechanism to 

mobilize climate financing for the involvement of private sector in the SAARC region.  

Participation 

3.  The webinar was attended by a total of 41 professionals representing public sector 

organizations, academia, private sector, and other stakeholders  within and outside SAARC 

region. Resource Persons from India and Pakistan shared their knowledge pertaining to 

government policies, existing practices, and international experiences in financing RE 

projects. The participants list is available at Annexure-II. 

Description 

4.  The webinar started with opening remarks by Mr. Mohammad Naeem Malik, 

Director SEC. Mr. Malik welcomed all the participants and thanked Resource persons for 

their time. The technical session comprised of presentations by the Resource Persons. Each 

presentation was followed by a brief Q & A session. In the end, the program coordinator 

from SAARC Energy Centre read out conclusions, which were gathered during the webinar. 
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Before closing the webinar, the Program Coordinator offered remarks of appreciation to all 

the participants and Resource Persons. 

Technical Proceedings 

5.  A total of four resource persons shared their knowledge in the webinar. Details of 

the Resource Persons are available at Annexure-III and their presentation slides at 

Annexure-IV. Brief information of each delivered presentation is as follows: 

Presentation 1 – Overview of Renewable Energy Landscape in SAARC 

Mr. Rahul Raizada, Director, M/s PricewaterhouseCoopers (Pvt.) Ltd. India. 

6.  Mr. Raizada has hands-on experience in advising clients in the areas of Distribution 

Reforms, promotion of Renewable Energy and PPPs. He gave an overview of the Renewable 

Energy landscape in SAARC nations. He apprised the participants on need, potential and 

status of RE technologies in the region. He briefed the participants on existing institutional 

framework and RE programs in each Member State. Mr. Raizada concluded his lecture by 

explaining various modes of financing in Renewable Energy sector. 

Presentation 2 – Financial Instruments for RE Financing 

Mr. Ankit Vivek, Associate Director, M/s PricewaterhouseCoopers (Pvt.) Ltd., India. 

7.  Mr. Ankit Vivek has vast experience across various sectors of infrastructure in the 

areas of Business Planning, Market Assessment, Financial Analysis and Revenue Modelling. 

He started his presentation with an overview of financial instruments and explained each 

instrument in detail. He first explained traditional financial instruments such as debt 

finance and equity finance. Then he apprised the participants on guarantees including 

government guarantee, political risk guarantee and currency risk guarantee. In the end he 

explained about innovative financial instruments such as Green bonds, Infrastructure 

Investment Trusts (InVITs), Carbon financing, Small-scale renewable energy projects 

(SREPs) financing, Asset Backed Securities (ABS) and Micro financing. He informed the 

participants that availing the innovative financial instruments along with traditional 

financial instruments can surely increase the share of RE in SAARC region. 

Presentation 3 – Key Findings and Recommendations 

Mr. Sandeep Kumar Mohanty, Director, M/s PricewaterhouseCoopers Private Ltd., India. 

8.  Mr. Sandeep Kumar is a financial expert, specializing in Finance and Strategy. He 

was the key author of the study report. He shared key findings and recommendations of 

the study report with the participants. He emphasized on institutionalizing the clean energy 

policies. He explained that, an effective national policy on renewable energy is the crucial 

first step to shape the markets and geographies, that financiers find attractive for 

investments. 
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9.  Mr. Kumar apprised the participants that management of renewable energy finance 

programs should be done by independent organisations i.e., their decisions cannot be 

ratified by anyone in the executive or legislative branches of government. He stressed on 

reducing the investor cost, increasing investor confidence & decreasing risks associated 

with renewable energy projects. He briefly explained mobilizing International initiatives 

such as Clean Development Mechanisms (CDM), Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC) 

etc. In the end he stressed to encourage Cross-Border programs, collaborations, and 

cooperation for development of renewable energy sector and evolution of one mode of 

financing to the other.  

Presentation 4 – Financial Incentives & Mechanisms to Encourage Private Sector 

Investment 

Mr. Amer Zafar Durrani, CEO, Reenergia-Enhar, Pakistan. 

10. Mr. Amer Zafar Durrani is an acknowledged development expert and president of 

an energy consultancy firm; presently involved in renewable energy and community driven 

development. He apprised the participants on the role of financial incentives and 

mechanism to encourage private sector investment. He briefed the participants on status 

of private sector involvement in renewable energy sector worldwide. In the end he shared 

his suggestions on how to increase the role of private sector in RE project within the region. 

Wrap up and conclusion  

Mr. Ihsanullah Marwat, Research Fellow (Energy Efficiency), SAARC Energy Centre 

11. Mr. Marwat thanked everyone for attending the event. He read out main 

conclusions as under: 

▪ Finance is essential for renewable energy technology projects in two ways. Firstly, 

without proper financing, renewable energy projects will not materialize. Secondly, with 

inadequate financial structure and conditions the costs of electricity produced from 

renewable energy technologies will remain high.  

▪ Enabling policies, financial structures and risk mitigation instruments are not 

sufficient alone to achieve the necessary scale of investment. Innovative financial 

instruments need to be explored. Access to capital market tools like green bonds, InvITs, 

etc. are becoming increasingly important in this context, as it provides necessary 

liquidity and long-term finance needed in the sector. 

▪ In the same context the recommendations listed out by authors in the report and 

endorsed by the participants are mainly: 

o SAARC nations should design effective Public Private Partnership (PPP) 

mechanisms. 
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o Investors should use Risk Mitigation Instruments such as guarantees and 

insurances and the government should proactively build instruments. 

o Local financial institutions should be encouraged to invest in renewable 

energy projects. 

o Member States should develop Renewable Energy specific policy and 

incentives. 

o Decentralized renewable energy solutions should be encouraged. 

o Institutional Framework with roles and responsibilities should be 

developed at the SAARC level. 

o Cross-Border programmes, collaborations and cooperation should be 

initiated for development of renewable energy sector. 

Closing of Webinar 

Mr. Ihsanullah Marwat, Research Fellow (Energy Efficiency), SAARC Energy Centre 

1. Mr. Ihsanullah Marwat, informed all the participants that the presentations will be 

available on SAARC Energy Centre’s website (www.saarcenergy.org). He requested the 

participants to submit suggestions and comments to SEC for any further improvement of 

these webinars. They may also suggest and submit any topics of their interest to SEC for 

arranging future webinars. He closed the webinar with a thank you note to everyone 

attending the Webinar. 

2. All the presentations delivered during the webinar are available at SEC’s website 

www.saarcenergy.org.  

http://www.saarcenergy.org/
http://www.saarcenergy.org/
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Webinar Agenda 
Webinar to Disseminate Study on “Mobilizing International & Regional Finances/Funding 

for Implementation of RE Projects in SAARC Member States” 
Tuesday, 11th February 2020 

 

1030 – 1035 Introduction  

1035 – 1140 
Opening Remarks  

Mr. Mohammad Naeem Malik, Director, SAARC Energy Centre. 

1040 – 1110 
Overview of Renewable Energy Landscape in SAARC  
Mr. Rahul Raizada, Director, M/s PricewaterhouseCoopers (Pvt.) Ltd. 

1110 – 1120 Q & A session 

1120 – 1150 
Financial Instruments for RE Financing 
Mr. Ankit Vivek, Associate Director, M/s PricewaterhouseCoopers (Pvt.) Ltd. 

1150 – 1200 Q & A session 

1200 – 1240 
Key Findings and Recommendations 
Mr. Sandeep Kumar Mohanty, Director, M/s PricewaterhouseCoopers (Pvt.). 

1240 – 1250 Q & A session 

1250 – 1330 Lunch Break 

1330 – 1400 
Financial Incentives & Mechanisms to Encourage Private Sector Investment 
Mr. Amer Zafar Durrani, CEO, Reenergia-Enhar 

1400 – 1410 Q & A session 

1410 – 1420 Conclusion and Recommendations 

1420 – 1430 Closing of Webinar 

 
Information for the participants: 

1. All times mentioned in agenda are according to Pakistan Standard Time (PKT). The 

participants from other Member States may attend Webinar by following their own 

national time. The time conversion for all Member States is given below for reference: 

Country Afghanistan Bangladesh Bhutan India Maldives Nepal Sri Lanka 

Local time (PKT-00:30) (PKT+01:00) (PKT+01:00) (PKT+00:30) PKT (PKT+00:45) (PKT+00:30) 

 

2. The participants can ask questions to presenters by typing questions or clicking to the 

raised hand option into the Attendees pane of the main window of GotoWebinar 

software. You may send in your questions at any time during the presentations; we 

will collect these and address them during the Q&A session at the end of each 

presentation.  

3. All participants can also submit comments/views and/or observations on the draft 

study report to SAARC Energy Centre through email to Mr. Ihsanullah Marwat, 

Research Fellow (EE) (rfee@saarcenergy.org) before 20th February, 2020.

mailto:rfee@saarcenergy.org
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List of Participants 

Sr. No. First Name Last Name Email address 

1.  Bilal Hussain bilal.h20@gmail.com 

2.  Amer Zafar Durrani adurrani@reenergia.com 

3.  Muhammad Bilal Khan m.bilalkhan7474@gmail.com 

4.  Purvi Mehta purvi.x.mehta@pwc.com 

5.  Rahul Raizada rahul.raizada@pwc.com 

6.  Umar Mukhtar rfete@saarcenergy.org 

7.  Ahsan Javed ahsan@saarcenergy.org 

8.  Kamran Haider Kamran2334@hotmail.com 

9.  Farhan Naqvi naqvifarhan84@gmail.com 

10.  Sohail Khan sohail32@hotmail.com 

11.  Mirza Zeeshan mirza.zee@yahoo.com 

12.  Mehnaz Gardezi cs@saarcenergy.org 

13.  Rohullah Arya rohullah_arya@hotmail.com 

14.  Ahmad Talha rftt@saarcenergy.org 

15.  Zaheer Khan khan.zaheer@gmail.com 

16.  Naveed Shah shah89@gmail.com 

17.  Muhammad Zeeshan zeeshanqureshi@gmail.com 

18.  Rubel Hussain rublehussain@yahoo.com 

19.  Khalid Latif latif.khalid@gmail.com 

20.  Khalid Hussain khalid.h@gmail.com 

21.  Muhammad Tayyab saarcec9@gmail.com 

22.  Abdul Wahab wahab.saarc@gmail.com 

23.  Tanvir Ahmad pltt@saarcenergy.org 

24.  Tula Poudel poudeltula123@gmail.com 

25.  Shoaib Ahmad ddcoord@saarcenergy.org 

26.  Ihsan Marwat rfee@saarcenergy.org 

mailto:bilal.h20@gmail.com
mailto:adurrani@reenergia.com
mailto:m.bilalkhan7474@gmail.com
mailto:purvi.x.mehta@pwc.com
mailto:rahul.raizada@pwc.com
mailto:rfete@saarcenergy.org
mailto:ahsan@saarcenergy.org
mailto:Kamran2334@hotmail.com
mailto:naqvifarhan84@gmail.com
mailto:sohail32@hotmail.com
mailto:mirza.zee@yahoo.com
mailto:cs@saarcenergy.org
mailto:rohullah_arya@hotmail.com
mailto:rftt@saarcenergy.org
mailto:khan.zaheer@gmail.com
mailto:shah89@gmail.com
mailto:zeeshanqureshi@gmail.com
mailto:rublehussain@yahoo.com
mailto:latif.khalid@gmail.com
mailto:khalid.h@gmail.com
mailto:saarcec9@gmail.com
mailto:wahab.saarc@gmail.com
mailto:pltt@saarcenergy.org
mailto:poudeltula123@gmail.com
mailto:ddcoord@saarcenergy.org
mailto:rfee@saarcenergy.org
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Sr. No. First Name Last Name Email address 

27.  Faiza Yaqub faizayaqub@gmail.com 

28.  Bhaskar Pradhan plet@saarcenergy.org 

29.  Sheraz Khan skhan63@asu.edu 

30.  Muhammad Akhtar mna_1960@yahoo.com 

31.   Zahra Rasooli z.rasooli90@mail.com 

32.  Abdul Wafi Fazelli abdulwafifazelli@gmail.com 

33.  Ghulam Heider Rahimi rahimi.ghulamheider@gmail.com 

34.  Keramat Amin keramatamin@mof.gov.af 

35.  Shafiq Hameedi shafiqhamidee@yahoo.com 

36.  Hanibul Rahman Tokhi hanib.tokhi2014@gmai.com 

37.  Ozair Ahmad Stanekzai ozair.stanekzai@mof.gov.af 

38.  Rohullah Arya roohullah_arya@hotmail.com 

39.  Qais  Ahmad Zai qais.ahmadzai103@gmail.com 

40.  Syed Farshid Hashmi red.hashmi@gmail.com 

41.  Haider  Mohsini mohsini2013@gmail.com 

mailto:faizayaqub@gmail.com
mailto:plet@saarcenergy.org
mailto:skhan63@asu.edu
mailto:mna_1960@yahoo.com
mailto:z.rasooli90@mail.com
mailto:abdulwafifazelli@gmail.com
mailto:rahimi.ghulamheider@gmail.com
mailto:keramatamin@mof.gov.af
mailto:shafiqhamidee@yahoo.com
mailto:hanib.tokhi2014@gmai.com
mailto:ozair.stanekzai@mof.gov.af
mailto:roohullah_arya@hotmail.com
mailto:qais.ahmadzai103@gmail.com
mailto:red.hashmi@gmail.com
mailto:mohsini2013@gmail.com
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List of Presenters\ Resource Persons 

Sr. No. Name Designation Organization Email address 

1. 
Mr. Rahul 
Raizada,  

Director 
M/s PricewaterhouseCoopers 
(Pvt.) Ltd., India 

rahul.raizada@pwc.com 

2. Mr. Ankit Vivek 
Associate 
Director 

M/s PricewaterhouseCoopers 
(Pvt.) Ltd., India 

ankit.vivek@pwc.com 

3. 
Mr. Sandeep 
Kumar Mohanty 

Director 
M/s PricewaterhouseCoopers 
(Pvt.) Ltd., India 

sandeep.kumar.mohanty@

pwc.com  

4. 
Mr. Amer Zafar 
Durrani 

CEO 
M/s Reenergia-Enhar, 
Pakistan 

adurrani@reenergia.com  

 

mailto:sandeep.kumar.mohanty@pwc.com
mailto:sandeep.kumar.mohanty@pwc.com
mailto:adurrani@reenergia.com
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Presentations Delivered During the Webinar 

“Overview of Renewable Energy Landscape in SAARC”  

Mr. Rahul Raizada, Director, M/s PricewaterhouseCoopers (Pvt.) Ltd., India.
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“Financial Instruments for RE Financing”  

Mr. Ankit Vivek, Associate Director, M/s PricewaterhouseCoopers (Pvt.) Ltd., India.
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“Key Findings and Recommendations”  

Mr. Sandeep Kumar Mohanty, Director, M/s PricewaterhouseCoopers Private Ltd., India.
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“Financial Incentives & Mechanisms to Encourage Private Sector Investment”  

Mr. Amer Zafar Durrani, CEO, M/s Reenergia-Enhar, Pakistan 
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