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Introduction 

SAARC Energy Centre, Islamabad under its approved Programme of Activities for the 

year 2020 successfully conducted a Webinar on “Cross Border Electricity Trade in SAARC 

Countries” on Monday, 9th March 2020. Webinar Agenda is available at Annexure -I. 

1. Focus of the webinar was to share the information on Cross Border Electricity Trade 

in South Asia to the participants and sensitise the policy/decision makers on the 

importance and benefits of such trade. Areas discussed were: Rationale for Cross Border 

Electricity Trade (CBET) and its benefits; CBET Regulations and Guidelines; Status of CBET in 

SAARC region and European experience of regional markets and interconnections. 

Participation 

2. The webinar was attended by 31 professionals representing public sector 

organizations, academia, private sector, and other stakeholders within and outside SAARC 

region. The experts from Germany, India, Nepal, and Pakistan shared their knowledge 

pertaining to government policies, existing practices, and international experience with 

regards to electricity trade between neighbouring countries. The participants list is 

available at Annexure-II. 

Description 

3. The webinar was started with welcome remarks by Program Coordinator, Mr. 

Ahmad Talha, Research Fellow (Technology Transfer) of SAARC Energy Centre. The technical 

session comprised of presentations by the expert speakers. Each presentation was followed 

by a brief Q & A session. The Program Coordinator read out conclusions, which were 

gathered during the webinar. Before closing the webinar, the Program Coordinator from 

SAARC Energy Centre offered remarks of appreciation to all the participants and presenters. 
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Technical Proceedings 

4. Four resource persons from Germany, India, Nepal, and Pakistan shared their 

knowledge in the webinar. All the presentations delivered during the webinar are available 

at SEC’s website (https://www.saarcenergy.org/2969-2/). Details of Resource Persons are 

available at Annexure-III and their Presentations at Annexure-IV. A brief information on the 

content of the delivered presentations is as follows:  

Presentation 1 – Cross Border Trade of Electricity: Policy & Regulations 

Mr. Abhijeet Rajendra, TATA Power Trading Company (Pvt.) Ltd. India. 

5. Mr. Abhijeet, has over 12 years of experience in working in the Indian power 

markets. He is currently working for TATA Power Trading Company Limited. The TATA 

Power Company Limited is India’s oldest and largest integrated private sector power utility. 

Mr. Abhijeet has deep understanding of Indian power markets and has commented 

extensively on various regulations/whitepapers including CBET. In his presentation, he 

discussed the status of CBET in India and policy guidelines currently in place to enable and 

promote CBET. He also covered current electricity trade contracts, institutional framework, 

tariff determination, conditions for setting up transmission interconnections, benefits of 

CBET, key issues and way forward for CBET. 

Presentation 2 – Rationale for CBET Interconnections and Trade in South Asia 

Mr. Salis Usman, National Transmission and Dispatch Company (NTDC), Pakistan. 

6. Mr. Salis Usman – currently working as General Manager Power System Planning in 

NTDC Pakistan – has about 34 years of working experience in the power sector. He has 

worked in different departments of NTDC including Project Monitoring, Purchasing and 

Inventory Control, Design, Central Power Purchasing Agency, and Power System Planning. 

He apprised the participants on rationale for regional energy connectivity SAARC Energy 

Ring. Mr. Salis briefed the participants on the features and status of Central Asia - South 

Asia Power Transmission CASA-1000 project. In the end he shared his vision for coping with 

the challenges of power sector and emphasized the importance of SAARC initiatives for 

regional connectivity. 

Presentation 3 – CBET in SAARC Region 

Mr. Sher Singh Bhat, Kabeli Energy (Pvt.) Ltd., Nepal. 

7. Mr. Sher Singh is a power sector expert having 36 years of working experience in all 

elements of the value chain including planning, generation, transmission, system operation 

and power trade. He started his presentation with objectives and status of CBET in SAARC 

region. He discussed about the initiatives and agreements currently in place to facilitate 

electricity trade between SAARC member states.  

https://www.saarcenergy.org/2969-2/
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8.  Mr. Sher Singh briefly explained the regulations and the infrastructure currently in 

place in SAARC countries for electricity trade. He emphasized the roles of regional, 

bilateral, and domestic instruments in accelerating the regional connectivity. He also shed 

some light on the reasons for inadequate trade and regional connectivity between SAARC 

countries.  

Presentation 4 – Regional Markets: A Key Innovation in the Global Energy 

Transition 

Ms. Elena Ocenic, International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA), Germany. 

9. Ms. Elena Ocenic has hands-on experience in solar photovoltaic project 

development and expertise in European electricity market regulation. She is currently 

exploring how innovations in enabling technologies, business models, market design and 

system operation can help IRENA members achieve their ambitious renewable power 

policy goals by mid-century. In her presentation, Ms. Elena summarised IRENA’s systemic 

approach for the energy transition towards maximising penetration of the renewable 

energy sources. 

10. Ms. Elena apprised the audience about the impact of regional markets on power 

sector. To emphasize the importance of regional markets, she presented the example of 

European market. She covered the gradual growth of European electricity market; the 

status of cooperation, interconnection, and harmonization levels; benefits and various 

degrees of economic efficiency resulting from regional trade; social welfare gains. 

Wrap up and Conclusion  

Mr. Ahmad Talha, Research Fellow (Technology Transfer), SAARC Energy Centre 

11. Mr. Ahmad Talha thanked everyone for attending the event. He informed the 

participants that there is great potential for energy trade between SAARC countries. 

Following are the main conclusions: 

a. CBET is important as it offers multiple benefits. Some of them are listed below: 

i. Optimal use of electricity infrastructure (generation, transmission 

system) 

ii. Enhanced security of supply 

iii. Allowance for higher penetration of the renewable energy  

iv. Avoid un-necessary investment by a neighbouring country to enhance 

generation  

v. Reduction of environmental costs 

vi. Enhanced inter-regional cooperation that could result in economic and 

social benefits 
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b. It is important that all SAARC Member States take necessary action to promote 

multinational regional trade of electricity. SAARC Energy Centre has always played its 

role to facilitate and encourage regional trade of electricity and will continue to do so 

by arranging events to allow deliberation on crucial aspects of regional energy trade. 

Closing of Webinar 

Mr. Ahmad Talha, Research Fellow (Technology Transfer), SAARC Energy Centre 

12. Mr. Ahmad Talha, informed all the participants that the presentations and 

recording of the webinar proceedings will be available on SAARC Energy Centre’s website 

(www.saarcenergy.org). He requested the participants to submit suggestions/comments 

for any further improvement of these webinars and suggest topics to SEC using the 

feedback survey form. He closed the webinar with a thank you note to everyone attending 

the Webinar. 

 

http://www.saarcenergy.org/


 

Page 5 of 59 

Annexures 



Annexure-I 

Page 6 of 59 

Webinar Agenda 
Webinar on 

“Cross Border Electricity Trade in SAARC Countries” 

Monday, 9th March 2020 

 

1100 – 1110 Introduction  

1110 – 1130 
Cross Border Electricity Trade: Regulations & Guidelines 
Mr. Abhijeet Rajendra, The Tata Power Company (Pvt.) Ltd India. 

1130 – 1140 Q & A session 

1140 – 1200 
Rationale for CBET Interconnections and Trade in South Asia 
Mr. Salis Usman, National Transmission and Dispatch Company Pakistan. 

1200 – 1210 Q & A session 

1210 – 1230 
CBET in SAARC Region 
Mr. Sher Singh Bhat, Kabeli Energy Limited, Nepal. 

1230 – 1240 Q & A session 

1240 – 1300 
Regional Markets - A Key Innovation in the Global Energy Transition 
Ms. Elena Ocenic, International Renewable Agency (IRENA), Germany. 

1300 – 1310 Q & A session 

1310 – 1320 Conclusion and Recommendations 

1320 – 1330 Closing of Webinar 

 
Information for the participants: 

1. All times mentioned in agenda are according to Pakistan Standard Time (PKT). The 

participants from other Member States may attend Webinar by following their own 

national time. The time conversion for all Member States is given below for reference: 

Country Afghanistan Bangladesh Bhutan India Maldives Nepal Sri Lanka 

Local time (PKT-00:30) (PKT+01:00) (PKT+01:00) (PKT+00:30) PKT (PKT+00:45) (PKT+00:30) 

 

2. The participants can ask questions to presenters by typing questions or clicking to the 

raised hand option into the Attendees pane of the main window of GotoWebinar 

software. You may send in your questions at any time during the presentations; we will 

collect these and address them during the Q&A session at the end of each presentation.  

3. All participants can also submit comments/views and/or observations on the draft study 

report to SAARC Energy Centre through email to Mr. Ahmad Talha, Research Fellow (TT) 

(rftt@saarcenergy.org).

mailto:rftt@saarcenergy.org
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List of Participants 

S. No. First Name Last Name Email address 

1.  Tanvir Ahmad pltt@saarcenergy.org 

2.  Majid Ali engr.majidali.baig@gmail.com 

3.  Arina Anisie aanisie@irena.org 

4.  Nisha Bhatta nishabhatta5@gmail.com 

5.  Eisa Bin Bashir eisabinbashir@gmail.com 

6.  Tenzin Dorji t.dorji226@gmail.com 

7.  Kinley  Drukpa k.drukpa1606@drukgreen.bt 

8.  Shah Haider szhaider1234@gmail.com 

9.  Bilal Hussain bhussain@irena.org 

10.  Umair Idrees umairadrees@hotmail.com 

11.  Hamza Iftikhar hamxaiftikhar88@gmail.com 

12.  Ahsan Javed ahsan@saarcenergy.org 

13.  Waqar Khan waqar@patrind.com 

14.  Fahim Khan fahimullahk@gmail.com 

15.  Ihsan Marwat rfee@saarcenergy.org 

16.  Ashutosh Pathania ashutosh.pathania@crisil.com 

17.  Tula Poudel poudeltula123@gmail.com 

18.  Bhaskar Pradhan plet@saarcenergy.org 

19.  Syed Bilal Qasim syedbilalqasim@gmail.com 

20.  Saad Mansoor Rana saadmansoor@ntdc.com.pk 

21.  Divyesh Sharma divyesh.j.sharma@pwc.com 

22.  Ahmad Talha rftt@saarcenergy.org 

23.  Muhammad Umar engineerumar87@gmail.com 

24.  Salis Usman salisusman@yahoo.com 

25.  Yasoon Aslam yasoon.aslam@ntdc.com.pk 

26.  Abdul Wahab wahab.saarc@gmail.com 

file:///C:/Users/MUhammad%20Tayyab/Downloads/pltt@saarcenergy.org
mailto:aanisie@irena.org
mailto:nishabhatta5@gmail.com
mailto:eisabinbashir@gmail.com
mailto:t.dorji226@gmail.com
mailto:k.drukpa1606@drukgreen.bt
mailto:szhaider1234@gmail.com
mailto:bhussain@irena.org
mailto:umairadrees@hotmail.com
mailto:hamxaiftikhar88@gmail.com
mailto:ahsan@saarcenergy.org
mailto:waqar@patrind.com
mailto:fahimullahk@gmail.com
mailto:rfee@saarcenergy.org
mailto:ashutosh.pathania@crisil.com
mailto:poudeltula123@gmail.com
mailto:plet@saarcenergy.org
mailto:syedbilalqasim@gmail.com
mailto:saadmansoor@ntdc.com.pk
mailto:divyesh.j.sharma@pwc.com
mailto:rftt@saarcenergy.org
mailto:engineerumar87@gmail.com
mailto:salisusman@yahoo.com
mailto:yasoon.aslam@ntdc.com.pk
mailto:wahab.saarc@gmail.com
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S. No. First Name Last Name Email address 

27.  Muhammad Ahmad Yousaf muhammad_ahmadyousaf@yahoo.com 

28.  Hassan Zaheer hassan.zaheer@powertechresearch.com 

29.  Shoaib Ahmad ddcoord@saarcenergy.org 

30.  Bhim Gautam journalistbhim@gmail.com 

31.  Amit Patidar amitpatidar.1991@gmail.com 

mailto:muhammad_ahmadyousaf@yahoo.com
mailto:hassan.zaheer@powertechresearch.com
mailto:ddcoord@saarcenergy.org
mailto:journalistbhim@gmail.com
mailto:amitpatidar.1991@gmail.com
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List of Presenters/Resource Persons 

S. No. Name Designation Organization Email address 

1. 
Mr. Abhijeet 
Rajendra  

Senior 
Manager 

TATA Power Trading 
Company (Pvt.) Ltd., India 

abhijeet.rajendra@tatapo

wer.com 

2. 
Mr. Salis 
Usman 

General 
Manager 

National Transmission and 
Dispatch Company (NTDC), 
Pakistan 

gm.psp@ntdc.com.pk 

3. 
Mr. Sher Singh 
Bhat 

CEO 
Kabeli Energy (Pvt.) Ltd., 
Nepal 

shersingh.bhat@kel.com.n

p 

4. 
Ms. Elena 
Ocenic 

Program 
Officer 

International Renewable 
Energy Agency (IRENA), 
Germany 

eocenic@irena.org 

 

file:///C:/Users/MUhammad%20Tayyab/Downloads/shersingh.bhat@kel.com.np
file:///C:/Users/MUhammad%20Tayyab/Downloads/shersingh.bhat@kel.com.np
mailto:eocenic@irena.org
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Presentations Delvered During the Webinar 

1. “Cross Border Trade of Electricity – Policy & Regulations” by Mr. Abhijeet Rajendra,  

Senior Manager, TATA Power Trading Company (Pvt.) Ltd., India. 
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2. “Rationale for Cross Border Electricity Interconnections and Trade in South Asia” by 

Mr. Salis Usman,  

General Manager Power System Planning, National Transmission and Dispatch 

Company, Pakistan. 
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3. “Cross Border Trade of Electricity in SAARC Region” by Mr. Sher Singh Bhat,  

CEO, Kabeli Energy (Pvt.) Ltd., Nepal. 
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4.  “Regional Markets: A Key Innovation in the Global Energy Transition” by Ms. Elena 

Ocenic 

Programme Officer, International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA), Germany 
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